July 2011
Dear Prospective York Youth Orchestra Member:

Congratulations!  You’ve taken a big step in the right direction by seeking an audition with the York Youth Symphony.  Whether you are a returning member, a first-time auditionee, or a returning auditionee, you are already to be commended for seeking out this opportunity and working hard to do your best.  And in that realm, I have a few suggestions to help you best prepare for your audition.

1. Worry early.  That is my motto.  Practice NOW because you cannot predict that you will have that time in the future.  Work with your teacher on preparing your solo to the best of your ability.  Be sure it is within your grasp.  That means playing something that you may already know, something you may have just completed, or just recently performed.  It does NOT mean coming to an audition with a piece you are currently studying.  You want this to show off your best stuff, and sometimes it means playing a slightly easier piece with great musicianship (dynamics? articulation? feeling?) than scratching your way through a piece that’s still rather new.

2. Practice the orchestral excerpt carefully.  If you are a transposing instrument, be sure you are in the correct key.  Carefully check out key signatures, time signatures, and then consult YouTube and iTunes to get a representative performance.  Use them to get the general idea of how the work goes.  It does not mean that you should take that exact tempo or interpretation, but it will get you in the ballpark.
3. When you show up to audition, allow yourself plenty of time to unpack, warm-up and THINK about how you want to play your best.  Things judges listen for…a rich, full tone that is characteristic in all registers of your instrument…excellent rhythm (have you practiced with a metronome?)…clean articulation (the short notes are crisp, the slurred notes are smooth, you get the idea) and a wide range of expressive dynamics.  Record yourself playing your solo, excerpt or scale, and upon playback take notice if what you THINK you played is actually WHAT you played.  Usually, it’s not.  Believe me…recording yourself is the BEST and FASTEST way to make progress (although LISTENING to yourself takes great courage!)

To those transposing instruments:  the excerpts I have chosen are representative of a full symphony orchestra work.  That means that you should be able to play it.  If you need to get a different instrument (clarinets) or learn a new clef, so be it.  This is the gig.  Nothing I have asked is beyond any one of you.  So do not be discouraged, and seek the help you need in order to do your best.

Otherwise, best of luck to you!  I have chosen very kind judges who are also great musicians interested in hearing you do your best.  They will be very fair and impartial, and will be sure that this experience is within your grasp.  It would be unfair to accept musicians for whom this would cause undue stress and anxiety.  So best of luck!  Enjoy your preparation, and do not hesitate to contact me if you need assistance.
Gregory Woodbridge

Music Director and Conductor

gwoodbridge887@aol.com
